
Samuel Harvey 

Military Career 

Harvey first enlisted with the Woolwich Army Service Corps in 1903 but after 

being in civil custody on two occasions for assault he was dishonourably  

discharged.  He managed to re-enlist in the Suffolk Regiment in 1905 where 

he was promoted to Lance Corporal and transferred to the 1st Battalion of 

the York and Lancaster Regiment. During his time in the military he served for 

seven years in India. His regiment was sent to France in 1914. It was for his 

actions in the Battle of Loos, 25th September to 16th October 1915, that  

Lance Corporal Harvey was awarded the Victoria Cross. Harvey was  

transferred to the 3rd Battalion of the Northumberland Fusiliers on 7th October 

1916. By 1918, Harvey had been wounded three times and walked with a 

limp. He was honourably discharged from the army on 15th May 1918.  

Samuel Harvey 

Early life  

Samuel Harvey and his twin sister, Mahala, was 

born on 17th September 1881 in Basford,  

Nottingham. He was the son of Suffolk-born  

parents, William and Mary Harvey, who had 

moved north in search of work. The family  

moved to back to Ipswich, Vernon Street in 1884 

and Samuel attended the St Argyle School. He 

had several brushes with the law in his late teens 

and spent three years in the Warwickshire  

Reformatory School for Boys.  

Victoria Cross 

Harvey’s unit was overlooking the 

German line at Loos using Mills 

bombs to hold back the  

advancing Germans. On the night 

of the 28th September 1915 the 

unit were running out of bombs so 

Harvey bravely volunteered to go 

back through the trenches to get 

to the bomb supply. Harvey  

decided to take a short cut back 

to the unit and carry the boxes  A ruined church at Loos 



Post War Career and Death 

After the First World War, Lance  

Corporal Harvey hit hard times and 

lost his Victoria Cross. It was  

rumoured at the time that he had 

traded the medal for a pint. He 

scratched a living in Ipswich as an 

odd-job man, digging people’s  

gardens. He also worked as an  

ostler, looking after horses at the 

Great White Horse Hotel in Ipswich. 

In 1944, aged 64, he married  

Georgina Brown, aged 69, at St  

Peter’s Church, Ipswich.  After Georgina died in 1949, Harvey was regularly 

seen sleeping on the Town Hall steps and at the Salvation Army hostel. In 

1956 he attended the Victoria Cross centenary parade in front of Queen 

Elizabeth II at Hyde Park. Samuel Harvey died penniless on 23rd September 

1960 at Stow Lodge Hospital, Stowmarket, where he had been a patient for 

16 months. His only possession was his miniature VC medal group which was 

discovered by his pillow. He was buried next to his wife in an unmarked  

pauper’s grave, yet over 200 people attended his funeral which was  

televised and covered in the local news. Private Harvey was honoured with 

a headstone on 29th September 2000, 85 

years to the day after his Victoria Cross  

action.   
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across the open ground rather than follow the path 

of the trenches. He successfully carried back 30 

boxes,  a total of 360 bombs for his unit, over a 13 

hour period. On his last trip back from the supply he 

received a gunshot wound to the head but  

survived. The Mills bombs he retrieved enabled the 

unit to hold back the enemy, weakening them  

sufficiently so that their charge into the English 

trenches at 5pm that day was unsuccessful. Harvey 

received his Victoria Cross from King George V at 

Buckingham Palace on 24th January 1917, where it 

was reported that Harvey joked with the Queen  

saying, ‘Mine’s a Pint’.  

Mills Bomb 

Harvey (left) at the 1919  

Buckingham Palace Garden Party 


