
Early life  

Claude Charles Castleton was born on 12th 

April 1893 in Kirkley, Lowestoft, the son of  

Thomas Charles and Edith Lucy Castleton. He 

was educated at Morton Road Council School 

before winning a scholarship to Kirkley  

Grammar School. Castleton worked as a 

teacher at Morton Road School after  

completing his studies. In 1912, at the age of 

19, he immigrated to Australia and for three 

years he toured Tasmania and the eastern 

states before travelling to Papua New Guinea.   

He was in Port Moresby when the First World 

War began and worked for the Papua New 

Guinea authorities at the Moresby wireless station and with native troops 

preparing for coastal defence.  
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Military Career 

Castleton returned to Sydney in March 1915 to enlist in the Australian  

Imperial Force Infantry. He was sent to the disastrous Gallipoli campaign in 

August 1915 with the 18th Battalion and took part in the attack on Hill 60, 

22nd August. Of the 750 troops involved there were over 380 casualties.  

Castleton survived the attack but was evacuated with dysentery in  

September. Castleton was 

promoted to Corporal on 7th 

December and immediately 

rejoined his unit before being 

hospitalised again in January 

with malaria. The Gallipoli 

campaign failed to end  

Turkish participation in the war 

and Allied troops were finally 

evacuated in December 1915 

and January 1916 after  

suffering 214,000 losses.  

Australian forces landing  at Anzac on the 
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In March 1916 Castleton was sent to France where he transferred to the 5th 

Australian Machine-Gun Company, 5th Brigade, 2nd Division, and was  

promoted to Sergeant.  

Victoria Cross 

Sergeant Claude Castleton was 

posthumously awarded the  

Victoria Cross for his courage and 

self-sacrifice at the Battle of 

Pozières Ridge, a lesser attack of 

the Somme Offensive where British 

and Australian troops fought the 

Germans for control of the Ridge, a 

place of strategic importance. At 

Pozières on 27th July 1916 an assault 

on the German trenches was planned for the next morning but preparations 

were made in full view of the Germans who constantly lit the area with 

flares. Before the jump-off time of 12:15am they were heavily bombarded 

with enemy fire, preventing them from proceeding or withdrawing. Shortly 

before dawn the German bombardment eased enough for the units to 

withdraw but the wounded, unable to move were left lying in shell holes in 

no-man’s land. Castleton bravely went out into no-man’s land twice to 

bring back wounded men for which he was awarded the Victoria Cross. 
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Death 

When Sergeant Claude Castleton went out into no-man’s land a third time 

to bring back a wounded soldier he was himself hit in the back and died  

instantly. His body was recovered and buried at Pozières British Military  

Cemetery.  Castleton’s Victoria Cross dedication in the London Gazette, 

September 1916, said “He set a splendid example of courage and self-

sacrifice”. His Victoria Cross is  

displayed at the Australian War  

Memorial, Canberra. Castleton  

Crescent in Canberra, Australia, is 

named in his honour.  
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