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Colonel (Retd) Rae Leighton – Suffolk Armed Forces Commissioner and 
Lieutenant Colonel Rob Olney AAC (Military Liaison Lead)

This is the third year of the Suffolk Community Covenant and continues to build upon the 
greater understanding of issues and needs of the local UK armed forces and veterans 
community.  Visibility through practical action is very important and it’s pleasing to see 
an increasing number of civil community /armed forces partnership projects that have 
secured funding come to fruition. Whilst local military units have been busy training and 
rerolling post Afghanistan, they have coordinated or supported numerous community 
engagement initiatives or events; most notably the Suffolk Show and the Queen’s Longest 
Reigning Monarch event – the support of the public is very much appreciated.  

Strategically there has been an emphasis on increasing the awareness and practical 
understanding of the Armed Forces Covenant and Community Covenant in the minds of 
local and statutory authorities.  The community covenant partnership provides a valued 
communication channel with the armed forces community and the action plan highlights a 
range of themes and issues that need to be understood and considered; ideas for further 
initiatives or engagement are always welcome.

Finally, a short note to members of RAF Police (No 3 Police Wing) and their families who 
have recently relocated to RAF Honington – welcome to Suffolk.

Suffolk Armed Forces Community Covenant purpose 

To support our UK military personnel, their families and veterans based, 
residing or linked to Suffolk: 

•   To encourage local communities to support the armed forces community in their 
areas and to nurture public understanding and awareness among the public of issues 
affecting the armed forces community 

•   To recognise and remember the sacrifices faced by the armed forces community 

•  To encourage activities which help to integrate the armed forces community into local life 

•   To encourage the armed forces community to help and support the wider community, 
whether through participation in events and joint projects, or other forms of 
engagement

JOINT FOREWORD/INTRODUCTION



a.  Alcohol and smoking cessation 
(service personnel)

b.  Broadband and mobile telecoms 
(service  personnel and  families)

c.  Community support and 
engagement

d. Drug and alcohol misuse 
e.  Employment and skills 

(dependants)
f.  Employment and skills  

(service leavers/veterans)
g.  Family support provision  

(service families)

h.  Financial advice  
(service personnel and families)

i. First World War commemoration
j. Forces children education
k.  Marketing and communication 

(covenant)
l. Mental Wellbeing
m. Service families health
n. Veterans – Homelessness
o. Veterans – Housing
p. Veterans in custody or prison

DELIVERY STRUCTURE
The Suffolk Military Covenant Working Group (board) includes representation from local 
military units, military welfare and veteran support agencies, local charities and council 
officers. Over the last year they met three times and were kindly hosted at RAF Honington, 
Woodbridge Station and Wattisham Flying Station. 

The practical actions of the community covenant are coordinated and monitored by the 
Suffolk Military Covenant Task Force which is a military liaison and Suffolk County Council 
officer group. This group provides direction and oversight for the action plan, stimulates 
projects or provision and is consulted on local projects that have been submitted to the 
MoD Covenant Fund.

Strategic context:

There are a range of identified issues which we seek to understand better and/or take 
practical action (no particular order):



Below is a selection of initiatives or projects that have 
taken place over the period October 2014 – September 
2015:

•    Freedom of the Town: HMS Quorn exercises  
its Freedom of Ipswich

•    Introduced Suffolk Sports ‘Get into Golf’ initiative 
subsidised coaching for new golfers from local  
military units

•    Beccles Sea Cadets awarded MoD Community 
Covenant grant towards new Sea Cadet Centre

•    Hadleigh Rugby Club awarded MoD Community 
Covenant grant towards new modular changing/shower 
room building amenity 

•    6 Army Air Corps awarded MoD Community Covenant 
grant  towards mobile climbing wall tower to support 
community engagement activities

•    Veterans Wellbeing recognised in the Suffolk Adult Mental Health Commissioning 
Strategy

•    RAF Honington hosts Suffolk Domestic Abuse Networking event

•    Suffolk County Council and Mid Suffolk District Council grant pledges towards the 
refurbishment of Wattisham Flying Station Community Centre

•    First World War commemorations – Victoria Cross Paving Slabs: Lance Corporal (later 
RSM) Joe Bent (Stowmarket), Lieutenant Colonel Charles Doughty-Wylie (Theberton 
village); Sergeant Arthur Saunders and Lance Corporal Samuel Harvey – (Ipswich).  
WW1 Exhibition and Anzac Day parade

•    Coordination of civic medals ceremony to local Second World War Veterans that 
served on the Russian Artic convoys

•    High Sheriff of Suffolk Community Volunteering Awards: Volunteer of the Year –  
Glenn Owen from SSAFA Suffolk (Waveney Division)

HEADLINES



HEADLINES ContinUed
•    Armed Forces Week: Flag raising: Ipswich, Bury 

St Edmunds, Haverhill followed by Armed Forces 
Day events in Lowestoft and Ipswich

•    Norfolk and Suffolk Foundation Trust (NHS)  
secures funding for the Criminal Justice Liaison  
and Diversion Service working alongside partners 
Julian Support and Walking With The Wounded 
(military charity)

•    Freedom of the Town: 23 Parachute Engineer 
Regiment exercises its Freedom of Woodbridge 
followed by local Veterans event and Music in 
the Park performance

•    Forces personnel into schools – RAF Honington 
and Wattisham Flying Station personnel visit local 
schools as part of the Suffolk Raising the Bar 
education programme

•    Substance Misuse support for Veterans:   
The Matthew Project (charity) Outside the Wire 
service extends into Suffolk following Royal British 
Legion grant

•    Armed Forces Mental Health: An awareness programme  
for family members delivered by Suffolk Family Carers and PTSD Resolution

•    Military in the Community – Suffolk Show 2015 Military 
Village (complimentary tickets for military families) and 
Queen Elizabeth II Longest Reigning Monarch Event

•    Realise Futures (training agency) deliver careers, 
employment advice and guidance to service spouses at 
Wattisham Flying Station

•    Stars of Suffolk 2014 - Armed Forces Category: 
Suffolk Regiment for service during the First  
World War



HEADLINES ContinUed

An impressive number of organisations 
and individuals already support the 
military community,  however, if you’d like 
some inspiration as an individual or as an 
organisation, we’ve developed a few ideas in 
the ‘Show your Support’ section of our website. 
www.suffolkmilitarycovenant.org.uk  

If you are planning something unique please 
tell us of your good work or if you want to 
share your ideas, drop the Suffolk Armed 
Forces Community Covenant Team an email: 
militarycovenant@suffolk.gov.uk

GET INVOLVED

•    Suffolk Coastal District Council and 23 Parachute 
Engineer Regiment coordinate Operation Camouflage 
summer youth activity programme with support from 
ABF The Soldiers’ charity

•    Coordination of Veterans Health and Information Fayre 
at Trinity Park, near Ipswich

•    Funding support to Wattisham Flying Station Heritage 
Film project

•    Wattisham Flying Station hosts Stage 7 of the Tour of 
Britain – men’s professional cycling event (iTV4)

•    RAF Honington provides access to new swimming 
pool to local schools



Please visit the website for more information:
www.suffolkmilitarycovenant.org.uk

Organisation Telephone Number

Army HIVE Information Centre – Wattisham 01449 728263

Army HIVE Information Centre – Woodbridge 01394 421359

Combat Stress Helpline 0800 138 1619

Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund (RAFBF) 0800 169 2942

RAF HIVE Information Service – RAF Honington 01359 268610

Royal Naval Benevolent Trust (RNBT) 02392 690112

Royal British Legion (RBL) 0808 802 8080

The Soldiers’ Charity (ABF – East Anglia Branch) 01206 817 105

SSAFA 0845 241 7141

Suffolk Mind 0300 111 6000

Veterans UK (helpline) 0808 1914 2 18

Key Contacts


