
Suffolk  
Armed Forces  
Community 
Covenant 
Supporting our UK military personnel, 
their families and veterans based, 
residing or linked to Suffolk

Annual Report  

2014



Image Sources: Ministry of Defence (16 Air Assault Brigade Media Ops and RAF Honington Media Team)  
and East Anglian Daily Times



Colonel (Retd) Rae Leighton – Suffolk Armed Forces Commissioner and 
Lieutenant Colonel Rob Olney AAC (Military Liaison Lead)

2014 has been a significant year for the Armed Forces as they have concluded combat 
operations in Afghanistan and now focus, reset and prepare for the challenges that lie 
ahead, both abroad and at home.  The dedication and commitment demonstrated by 
the Armed Forces over recent conflicts, set against the backdrop of commemorations 
marking the centenary of the start of WWI, has seen an unprecedented level of civil and 
community support for the Armed Forces.  

Year two of the Suffolk Community Covenant has seen progress in developing youth 
projects, community integration initiatives, a unique Veterans in Custody programme and 
a dedicated website, which is among the first to be launched in the country.

A number of events are planned for 2015.  However, we welcome your thoughts on 
further developing our already excellent relationships and links between the Armed Forces 
and the civil communities in Suffolk. 

We both have pleasure in commending this second annual report on the Suffolk Armed 
Forces Community Covenant.  This report will highlight some of the support, initiatives and 
resourcing which have benefitted military units and their civil communities across Suffolk. 

Suffolk Armed Forces Community Covenant Purpose

To support our UK military personnel, their families and veterans based, 
residing or linked to Suffolk:

• To encourage local communities to support the armed forces community in their areas  
 and to nurture public understanding and awareness among the public of issues   
 affecting the armed forces community

• To recognise and remember the sacrifices faced by the armed forces community

• To encourage activities which help to integrate the armed forces community into   
 local life

• To encourage the armed forces community to help and support the wider community,  
 whether through participation in events and joint projects, or other forms   
 of engagement

JOINT FOREWORD/INTRODUCTION



a.  Alcohol and Smoking Cessation 
(Service personnel)

b.  Broadband and Mobile Telecoms 
(Service  personnel and  families)

c.  Community Support and 
Engagement

d.  Drug and Alcohol Addiction 
(Veterans)

e.  Employment and Skills 
(Dependants)

f.  Employment and Skills (Service 
Leavers / Veterans)

g.  Family Support Provision  
(Service families)

h.  Financial Advice (Service personnel 
and families)

i.  Forces Children Education
j.  Marketing and Communication 

(covenant)
k.  Mental Wellbeing
l.  Service Families Health
m.  Veterans – Homelessness
n. Veterans – Housing
o. Veterans in Custody

DELIVERY STRUCTURE
The Suffolk Military Covenant Working Group (board) includes representation from local 
military units, military welfare and veteran support agencies, local charities and council 
officers.  Over the last year they met 3 times and were kindly hosted at Woodbridge 
Station, Wattisham Flying Station and Mid Suffolk District Council. 

The practical actions of the community covenant are coordinated and monitored by the 
Suffolk Military Covenant Task Force which is a Military Liaison and Suffolk County Council 
officer group. This group reviews any grant requests from local project groups seeking 
funding from the MoD Armed Forces Community Covenant Fund.

Strategic context:

There are a range of identified issues which we seek to understand better and/or take 
practical action (no particular order):



Over the period October 2013 – September 2014 below 
is a series of programmes and events that have  
taken place:

•    East Anglian Daily Times announced its support to the 
Royal British Legion Shoulder to Shoulder campaign 
to recognise the beginning of the First World War 
commemoration period

•    Suffolk Coastal District Council and 23 Engineers (Air 
Assault) secure a MoD Community Covenant grant to 
deliver a 3 day activity programme (Operation Camouflage) 
to children and young people from local military and civil 
community families

•    RAF and RAF Regiment personnel support  
flooding emergency 

•    Community Adult Learning - Service families at                 
RAF Honington participate in Managing Stress and Family Relationships workshops

•    Woodbridge Rugby Club receives MoD Community Covenant grant for its  
Clubhouse extension project; benefitting service personnel and families based at 
Woodbridge Station

•    RAF Honington Youth Clubs open to local civilian children as part of their commitment 
to community integration and support

•    Support to Ipswich Veterans Group for their Suffolk Remembers - First World War  
project, including securing a MoD Community Covenant grant for community  
presentation programme

•    Green Light Trust is awarded MoD Community Covenant grant  for Eco Discovery 
Activity Days project that brings children from military and civilian families together

•    Supporting staff at Wattisham Child Care Centre to secure a local authority community 
grant for internal furniture and equipment for new amenity 

•    Stars of Suffolk 2013, Armed Forces Category: Mrs Ann Garrod, BEM for her work as 
a SSAFA Suffolk Case Worker Volunteer

HEADLINES



HEADLINES CONTINUED
•    Suffolk Army Cadets - Outreach youth development 

initiative for girls from Lowestoft East Point Academy

•    Project Nova – Veterans in Custody pilot programme, 
in partnership with the Regular Forces Employment 
Agency, Forces charity Walking with the Wounded, and 
Norfolk and Suffolk Police 

•    Military in the Community - Suffolk Show 2014: For the 
first time: Regular, Reserve and Cadet Forces exhibited 
alongside Military charities in the Military Village area

•    Military Families Seminars: Suffolk Family Carers and 
PTSD Resolution 

•    Memorial to the RAF Regiment in Abbey Gardens, Bury 
St Edmunds

•    Launch of dedicated website to communicate the work of the Suffolk Armed Forces 
Community Covenant

•    Supporting Hadleigh Skate-park Users Group to secure a range of funds, including 
MoD Community Covenant grant, to redevelop this recreation amenity to benefit 
children from local military and civil community

•    Army Reserves in Ipswich - Freedom of the Town Parade and medal presentation ceremony

•    Research and compilation of local First World War Victoria Cross holders  
profile factsheets

•    RAF Regiment Homecoming Parade,  
Bury St Edmunds

•    Lowestoft Armed Forces Day

•    Development of Citizens Advice Bureau service to 
service personnel and spouses at Wattisham Flying 
Station – supported by local authority community grant

•    Seafarers Memorial on Ipswich Waterfront led by the 
Merchant Navy Association Ipswich 



HEADLINES CONTINUED

An impressive number of organisations 
and individuals already support the 
military community,  however, if you’d like 
some inspiration as an individual or as an 
organisation, we’ve developed a few ideas in the 
‘Show your Support’ section of our website.  

If you are planning something unique tell 
us of your good work or want to share 
your ideas, please drop the Suffolk Armed 
Forces Community Covenant Team an email: 
militarycovenant@suffolk.gov.uk

GET INVOLVED

•    Anglia Gliding Club – supporting management to secure 
MoD Community Covenant grant to purchase launch and 
recovery equipment to benefit members and visitors to this 
military / civil sports club

•    Sponsorship of East of England Energy Group:  
Skills for Energy – Military in Energy Service Leavers 
Awareness Event, Ipswich

•  Suffolk County Council Chairman announces SSAFA 
Suffolk as his charity of the year

•  Norfolk and Suffolk NHS Foundation Trust: Veterans Mental 
Health Steering Group and Case Worker Workshop

•  Suffolk County Council Accessibility and Transport Policy 
Development Panel – Military Communities hearing session

•  Establish Little Generals Mother and Toddler group – for 
military families located at Pinewood, Ipswich



Please visit the website for more information:
www.suffolkmilitarycovenant.org.uk

Organisation Telephone Number

Army HIVE Information Centre - Wattisham 01449 728263

Army HIVE Information Centre - Woodbridge 01394 421359

Combat Stress Helpline 0800 138 1619

Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund (RAFBF) 0800 169 2942

RAF HIVE Information Service - RAF Honington 01359 268610

Royal Naval Benevolent Trust (RNBT) 02392 690112

Royal British Legion (RBL) 0808 802 8080

The Soldiers Charity (ABF - East Anglia Branch) 01206 817 105

SSAFA 0845 241 7141

Suffolk Mind 0300 111 6000

Veterans UK (helpline) 0808 1914 2 18

Key Contacts


